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TFIE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

I AM A VERY SPECIAL PERSON. GOD MADE ME SPECIAL.

My name is

Date of birth 20

My school

My favorite food

Here is a picture of my family. Draw a picture or paste a family photo in this space.

My parents always wanted me to be a child of God. Soon after I was born, they
took me to the Church for BAPTISM. I became a child of God. My parents
promised to teach me about God and help me to grow as a Christian. Parents,
talk to your children about their Baptism.

Matthew 19: 13-15
Then children were brought to Jesus that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The
disciples rebuked them, but Jesus said, "Let the children come to me, and do not prevent
them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." After he placed his hands on
them, Jesus went away.
Jesus wants me always to be close to Him. Jesus loves me and cares for me. You are
never alone. Jesus is always with you.

JESUS CALLS US TO CI{ANGE OUR I{EARTS
Jesus spent three years of his life teaching people and healing them. By His actions He
shows people how much His Father loves them. Here are some of the words Jesus used to
tell people how God wanted us to live:

YOU ARE MY FRIENDS. BASED ON JOHN 15:15



LOVE AND SERVE TFM LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART. BASED
ON MARK 12:33

YOU CAN ALWAYS SPEAK TO GOD. FIE LOVES YOU AND WILL ALWAYS
LISTEN TO YOU. BASED ON MATTHEW 7:7

FORGIVE, ALWAYS FORGIVE. BASED ON MATTF{EW 1,8:22

Circle your favorite saying. Make one heart. Pick out one saying from the ones above to
write on the heart. Put it on the refrigerator so that the whole famiiy will see it.

BIBLE STORY - The Story of a Man Who Changed His Heart
Based on Luke 19: 1-10
Zacchaeus was atax collector in Jericho. Almost everyone in Jericho knew Zacchaeus,
and aimost everyone disliked him. "He cheats us when he collects our taxes," people
would say of Zacchaeus.
"He collects more money than he should and puts some of the money into his own pocket.
Zacchaeus steals from us and we know it."
One day Zacchaeus leamed that Jesus was coming to Jericho. He wanted to see what
Jesus was like. But when Zacchaeus reached the place where he thought he could see

Jesus, a crowd of people were blocking his view. "How will I get to see Jesus?"
Zacchaeus thought to himself.
Then Zacchaeus, who was a very short man, spotted a sycamore tree farther along the
road. "I will climb into that tree," he thought to himself. "I can really see Jesus from up
there."
At last Jesus came close to the sycamore tree. When Jesus stood directly beneath the tree,
he looked up and said, "Zacchaeus, come down. Today I want to come to your house."
Zacchaeus climbed down as fast as he could. The people standing nearby heard what
Jesus had said to Zacchaeus. Some of the people seemed quite shocked. "How strange!"
they said. "Jesus is a good man but He is going to the house of a sinner."
Zacchaeus did not answer the people who spoke out against him. He took Jesus to his
house. Then Zacchaeus said, "Lord, I know I have done many wrong things. Today I will
return to the people all the money I took from them. I will give one half of my own money
to the poor." Jesus smiled atZacchaeus and said, "Today you have been saved. For I have
come to people who are lost."
What drdZacchaeus do to show that Jesus changed the heart of Zacchaeus?

Lord Jesus, you pardoned Zucchaeus and many other people. Pardon me also when I
do wrong. Lord Jesus, help me keep your words in my heart. Help me change my u)oys
when I do not love you enough, For this, I say, "Thank you Lord."



LESSON 2
GOD CALLS US TO MAKE CHOICES

When I was a baby, my parents had to decide many things for me. They often told me

what to do because I did not know right from wrong.

Now that I am older, I can make some choices on my own.

If a classmate is calling another child a name, what choice should I make. . .

to join in and call the person a name
to tell the teacher or tell the classmate to stop

If someone's pencil drops out of the desk, I should. . .

pick it up and give it back to the child
pick it up and keep it for myself

If there was a dollar on the kitchen table, I should...
take it and buy candy

remind Mom or Dad that they put it there

Dad asks me to clean my room, I should...
clean my room
run outside to play

What are some of the good choices you made today?

BIBLE STORY - The Parable of Two Sons - Matthew 21: 28-32
What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He came to the first and said, "Son, go out

and work in the vineyard today." The son said in reply, "I will not," but afterward he

changed his mind and went. Then he came to the other son and gave the same order. He

said in reply, "Yes, sir," but did not go. Which of the two did his father's will? They

answered, "The first."
Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, those who do the will of the Father will enter the

Kingdom of God."

Which son made the right choice?



Is making the right choice easy?

Always ask the Holy Spirit to help you make the right choices.
Lord God, yoa call me to choosefreely what is right and good.
Lord God, give me the strength of your spirit to help me make good
choices. For this I soy, "Thank You Lord".

DRAW A PICTI.IRE OF'YOU MAKING A GOOD CHOICE.

JESUS CALLS US TO FORGIVE ONE ANOTI{ER
Almost everyone knows what it is like (add additional ways we hurt one
another)

To be laughed at,
To be called a name,
To be accused of lying,
To
To

When someone hurts us, we want to hurt them back. Yet, at the same time, hurting them
does not make us happy. Forgiving someone who has hurt us can be a hard thing to do.
But forgiving is something Jesus calls us to do. Jesus tells us about forgiving by what he
once said to his friend Peter.

Based on Matthew 18: 21-22
One day, Peter came to Jesus and asked , "Lord, how often should I forgive a brother who
sins against me? Should I forgive him up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "Do not say
seven times, but seventy times seven times."

By that, Jesus meant that Peter should always be ready to forgive anyone who had hurt
him. He should never stop forgiving.

We, too, should forgive over and over again.



LESSON 3

TFIE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THE GREAT COMMANDMENT

Jesus tells the rich young man that he must obey the commandments.
Love the Lord your God.
Say your prayers and go to Mass.
Respect your father and mother.
Do not swear.
Do not lie.
Do not steal.
Do not cheat or harm anyone.
Do not kill.

Put an x on the pictures that show children not obeying the commandments
(listed above).

List two examples of you obeying the Commandments:

JESUS CALLS US TO FOLLOW HIM
Jesus asks us to...(Great Commandment)

Love the Lord your God with all you heart, and with all your spirit, and with all
your strength.
Love your brothers and sister as you love yourself.

What does this mean to you?

Draw a picture of a time when you needed to forgive someone in your family. What did
you say or do?
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Before going to bed you should examine your conscience (think about the day) and ask
God's forgiveness for the times that you hurt someone by your actions or words.

Unscrambie these words and use them to examine your conscience.

rapy letl eht rutth

ephl esenomo

yebo tslien

lstea evny

Have everyone in the family think of one way that they have hurt another
family member. Gather around the table, light a candle, and ask God's forgiveness as well
as forgiveness from one another. The response after each statement is: FORGIVE US
LORD!

I ask forgiveness for
I ask forgiveness for
I ask forgiveness for
I ask forgiveness for

Lord Jesas,
I know that you are always
Ready to forgive me
Because you love me.
Lord fesus,
Help me always to forgive others
As yoaforgive me.
For this, I say,

"Thank you, Lord."
Amen.



LESSON 4
TIIE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

FORGIVE ME O LORD!
At times I disobey my parents. Sometimes I do not listen to my teachers. Sometimes I
argue with one of my friends. Sometimes I take a toy from my brother and keep it.

When I have not lived as Jesus wants me to live, what can I do to make things right agann?

How can I bring back peace and friendship?

When I have disobeyed my parents, I can ask them to forgive me. I might say to them,

When I argue with one of my friends, I can ask that person to forgive me. I might say to
them,

After I am forgiven I feel

I need to ask God to forgive me, also. I can do this in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

LISTEN TO THIS STORY ABOUT THE LOST SHEEP.
LUKE 15: 1-7
Once upon a time there was a shepherd and he had 100 sheep in his flock.
Every day he would lead them out into the field where they could eat grass and

drink fresh water from a nearby stream. He loved his sheep and he knew each one of them
even though they all looked pretty much alike. And they recognized his voice and came to
him when he called. A11 day long he would stay with his sheep, calling out to any that
strayed too far from the group. In the evening he would lead them back to the sheepfold
for the night. On one particular evening, however, as they were going through the gate, he
counted them as usual to be sure they were all there. ..96,97 ,98,99. He only counted 99.
Could he have miscounted? He stepped into the enclosure and looked around to see which
one was missing. Sure enough, the little lamb that always liked to explore and investigate
every bush and shrub was not there. The shepherd locked the gate and went looking for
the lost sheep. As he was searching he heard a cry (baa, b*). It was the lost lamb. The
shepherd followed the sound and found the lamb. The lamb was cold and frightened but
the shepherd took care of the lamb and brought him back to the sheepfold.
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Jesus finished His story by telling the people, "Just as the shepherd rejoiced over the lost
lamb that was found, so do those in heaven rejoice when a person who does wrong asks
God's forgiveness."

Draw a picture of the shepherd finding the lost lamb.

How are you like the lost sheep?

Who is like the shepherd?

When I prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I first remember what kind of
person Jesus calls me to be. I think about what Jesus has taught and how I live that
message. I think about what I have done or said and remember what is not right
(examination of conscience). Then I go to the priest and ask him for God's forgiveness.

At the celebration, your parenls will introduce you to the priest. Sit down and go to
Confession using these words... BLESS ME FATHER FOR I HAVE SINNED. MY
srNS ARE ... (NAME 1 OR 2 SrNS). r AM SORRy FOR ALL My S[NS.

Father will then speak to you and give you absolution. When he raises his hand saying,
I absolve you in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. As he says the
words of absolution, make the sign of the cross and at the end say, Amen.

Prayer: Lord God, how happy I am now that you have forgiven ma I know that you
show me the way. I know that you look after me. Help me to walk in your light, Amen.

Remember to make your sheep bannerfor the celebration.

C o ngratulatio ns for co mp leting th e activities.


