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FROM THE PASTOR. . .  

St. Gilbert                                                                               2                                                                Grayslake, Illinois 

Dear Parishioners, 

Happy Fatherôs Day to all fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers, godfathers.  May these special men in our lives 

be loving and generous role models as was St. Joseph for Jesus.  Like Joseph, may the fathers in our lives be 

attentive to Godôs call, protective of the ones entrusted to them, generous in love and with encouraging 

support, and full of praise for Godôs marvelous works.  Let us always thank and bless these holy men! 

+ + + + +  

This Tuesday, June 23rd, is the first meeting of our newly formed Commissions as part of our Parish Pastoral 

Council.  The meeting will begin in the church at 7:00PM.  Each of the four Commissions (Spiritual Life, 

Faith Formation, Human Concerns and Parish Life) is composed of one member from ministries/organizations 

pertinent to their works.  The purpose of the Commissions is to communicate with parishioners, to support the 

works of the ministries within them, and to carry-out the goals of the Pastoral Council.  These Commissions 

will meet three times a year; and two representatives from each commission will sit on the Parish Pastoral 

Council.  

For the past year-and-a-half, the Parish Pastoral Council listened to a representative from the Archdiocese 

regarding the workings of a Council, read articles and books of what and how Church and Parish are to be in 

our Vatican II age, spent a day in prayerful renewal, created our new parish Mission Statement, and 

reformulated what we had in the past (but did not work), and now begin a new phase in our St. Gilbert Parish 

life!  I am appreciative of their enthusiasm, great works and accomplishments to get us to this new birth of our 

Parish Pastoral Council and its Commissions! 

ST.  GILBERT CATHOLIC  CHURCH  MISSION  STATEMENT 

The Catholic family of St. Gilbert 

 is a faith-filled community  

living out our Baptismal call. 

Empowered by the Gospel message 

we celebrate the sacraments, 

share in fellowship, 

and reach out to serve all. 

 

May we live what we proclaim to be!    Peace, 

            Fr. Gene  

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

A 5-year reunion pic-

nic is in the planning 

stages for all RCIA 
Candidates, Sponsors & Companions.  

We need your updated information!   

Please email Renee Besler 

(fsttimegramma09@aol.com) with 

your phone, address & email, or  

call 847-548-9626. 

JOYFUL  AGAIN!  A Widowed Ministry 

Are you widowed?  Do you know someone who is widowed?  If you 

have been recently widowed and are still struggling with the loss, or if 

you have been widowed for some time and need something to get you 

ñover the humpò because you seem stuck in one spot, this program is 

designed to help you move on with your life while treasuring your past 

and its precious memories. 

This weekend program will be held at Holy Family Parish, 2515 Palatine 

Rd, Inverness.  All are invited.  The ñJoyful Again!ò retreat is for both 

men and women (all ages) who have been widowed and are still trying to 

find hope and joy in their lives.  The dates are July 25 ï 26, 2009.  

Donation is $75.00 - inclds. meals (adjusted if needed).    

For further information call Madge: 708-354-7211. 
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RCIA  TESTIMONY 

Please join us in welcoming those babies newly baptized  

in April & May.  We welcome each of them into our Parish Family!  

  WELCOME TO THE NEWLY BAPTIZED  

Carter Tristan Price son of Merritt & Kristine 
Karlen Madeline Price daughter of Merritt & Kristine 
Rebecca Ann Ray daughter of Mike & Ariana 
Ryan Elliott son of Mike & Ariana 
Remy Alexis Rutzen daugther of Jeff & Darcy 
Riley Erin Serres daughter of Steve & Julie 
Allison Rose Slahor daughter of Matthew & Jennifer 
Jackson William Tibus son of Dan & Ruth 
Natalie Grace Toman daughter of John & Janet 
Alexandra Jean Tostado daughter of Alfonso & Mandy 
Emily Christine Tostado daughter of Alfonso & Mandy 
Brooke Taylor Vale daughter of Ed & Debra 
Zachary Ray Wedel son of Ray & Linda 
Elise Marie Weidemann daughter of John & Heather 
Ava Delaney Werner daughter of Todd & Amy 

Tad Joseph Blasius son of Thomas  
Nathan Timothy Blasius son of Thomas 
Delaney Joelle Bowen daughter of Tim & Deanna 
James Edward Brum, IV son of James & Marisela 
Paige Elizabeth Galvan daughter of John & Leslie 
Erin McCay Halle daughter of Steven & Alyssa 
Moira Kathleen Kleinofen daughter of John & Mary 
Ava Nicole Kouba daughter of Steven & Eleanore 
Molly Colleen Krupa daughter of Tom & Colleen 
Wesley Thomas Learned son of Ben & Natalie 
Chase Samual LeBeau son of Russell & Diane 
Hunter James LeBeau son of Russell & Diane 
Mark Ronald Lenczycki son of Melissa & Alan 
Chase Nicholas Martin son of Nicholas & Amy 
Luke Edmund Petray son of Edmund & Kelly 

 

 NEW  MEMBER  OF  OUR  PARISH  FAMILY   

Last year, when it was time to baptize my daughter, I attended a baptismal preparation class at 

�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�L�V�K�������:�H���Z�H�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�H�Q�W�¶�V���%�D�S�W�L�V�P���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���V�W�D�W�H��
ments about promising to raise my child as a Catholic, and also promising that as her parent, I 

was the primary religious teacher in her life.  It really made me stop and think about how I had 

never even made my Confirmation.  What kind of religious role model could I possibly be?  I 

�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���,���N�Q�H�Z���H�Q�R�X�J�K���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���W�R���K�R�Q�H�V�W�O�\���V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�������%�X�W���,�����D�V���,���D�P���V�X�U�H��
many parents have, signed it anyway.  I felt dishonest doing it, and at that moment I made a 

promise to myself that I would look into making my Confirmation.  It was something I had al-

ways wanted to so anyway, but now I had the extra incentive to pursue it. 

I immediately began researching the various churches in my area for information.  I sent emails and left voicemails at 

several.  Father Gene was the first to call me back.  When I first met him, I had really been hoping to merely go through 

the adult confirmation program.  I am so glad that he suggested and talked me into going through the RCIA process.  

Aside from funerals, weddings, and the occasional holiday, I had mostly been away from the church since making my 

�)�L�U�V�W���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�R�Q�������,���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���P�X�F�K���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���)�D�L�W�K�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���K�D�G���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���³�T�X�L�F�N��
�I�L�[���´���,���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�D�V���G�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���O�H�Q�J�W�K�\���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�������+�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q���L�Q�I�D�Q�W�����,���Z�D�V���Q�H�U�Y�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
every week.  But it turned out to be the greatest experience.  I looked forward to it every single week.  Everyone involved 

in the RCIA program was fantastic.  So many people volunteered their time to help us complete the process and I thank 

each and every one of them for it.   Thanks!   Melissa Franks 

Are you searching for a relationship with God?  Are you seeking a Faith family?  Have you been baptized Catholic or in another faith 
tradition and desire to become Catholic or complete your Catholic initiation with the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist?  
Then the RCIA process is where you are to be!   
        For information and/or to register, contact Fr. Gene: 847-223-4731, or eugenenowak@hotmail.com. 

 

Melissa Franks  

and daughter  


