








Religious Education News (REP)

Located in the Junior High Building (east of the Church)
Office Hours 9:00am — 3:00pm Phone: 847-223-3071

SESSION A: Sunday mornings 8:55 - 10:10am

Pre-school (ages 3 or 4) and

Kindergarten - Grade 6
SESSION B: Monday evenings 6:00 - 7:15 pm

Grades 1-6
SESSION C: SUMMER SESSION
Monday, June 15 — Wednesday, July 1,
9:30am — 12:30pm. Registration forms are available online
(www stgilbert.org), in the back of Church or from our of-
fice. The summer classes have a limited number of stu-
dents. Registration forms are accepted in the order that they
are received. Grade 1 and Grade 2 are nearly full.
SESSION D: Grades 7 -9
If you were unable to sign up for classes call the office for
course availability.

SUMMER STUDENTS
Grade 2 summer students have classes on Sunday, April 5
and 19 in room 121 of the school from 8:55 — 10:10 am.

FUNDRAISER

Delivery for those who purchased Fannie May Candies
from the Religious Education Program is the week of
April 6. If you have any questions call the office.

SPRED

- Religious Education for

Children With Special Needs

St. Gilbert SPRED community serves children ages 6 —
10. If there is anyone who could use our services call Sr.
Donna 847-223-3071. There are also additional age
groups available in neighboring parishes.

Students receiving First Communion are Ashley Ander-
son, Alvinio Antunez, Jose Carrillo, Carlitos DeLeon,
Zachary Genc, Nolan Kirby, John O’Connor, Alec Poray,
Emily Roe, and Jeffrey Rogers.

They will receive First Com-
munion on Sunday, April 19 at
the 12:00 noon Mass. Please
keep these students and their
families in your prayers.

St. Gilbert

Interested in running for the

09/10 School Board??
The elections will be held on the
weekend of April 18 and
19th. Anyone interested please
contact me at:
mdelamar@att.net. Thanks, Lisa DeLaMar

Registration for 2009-2010 School Year
Registration for St. Gilbert School has now
begun for the 2009-2010 school year. Regis-
tration forms are available on the school web-
site www.stgilbertschool.org or at the school
office. Along with the registration form a
copy of the birth certificate, a copy of the
baptismal certificate and the social security
number must be submitted. A non-refundable
fee of $150 per new family or non-refundable
fee of $50 for present school families is also
to be submitted with the registration forms.
Please call the school office at 847-223-8600
with any questions.

SonRock Kids’ Camp
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2009
News!

For children aged 4 (by September 1)
through entering 6™ Grade this fall

Mark your calendar!! Our 2009 VBS
program will be held Monday, June 15™ to Friday, June 19"

At this year’s program, your children will enjoy a week of ac-
tivities, games, snacks, and crafts. This year’s theme is an ad-
venture camp where fun and faith are combined in a way that
reinforces our Catholic identity. Each day, the campers will
explore who they are in Jesus, using the experiences of the
apostle Peter as a guide and model.

The cost to attend VBS will remain the same, $15 per student,
with scholarships available to those who are in need. We want

all children to be able to share in the fun and joy of God’s word
that is alive at St. Gilbert Vacation Bible School!!

VBS enrollment occurs during April.

Grayslake, lllinois



RON ROLHEISER’S COLUMN-Spirituality and Sexuality

A common complaint about the classical Christian teachings on sexuality is that so many of these have been written by vowed celi-
bates, unmarried priests and nuns who do not have sex. The complaint is not that these people (and | am one of them) teach some-
thing that is wrong but that, not being married, they invariably tend to over-idealize sex and encase it in unrealistic sacred romance.

No doubt there is some truth to this. But, in fairness, everyone struggles with sexuality. Every religious tradition has its struggles with
sexuality and so does every culture. No self-respecting theologian would say that Christianity or any other religion has made full
peace with sexuality, just as no self-respecting analyst would say that there exists in this world a culture that has come to a healthy
peace with sexuality. Religion and the world both struggle with sex, just in different ways. Everyone struggles.

And this is no accident because sexuality is always partially beyond us, too powerful to always healthily contain. In this life nobody
comes to full peace with it. It is too powerful and too wide. It lies at the base of everything, life and non-life alike. Molecules are sexed,
atoms are sexed, all life is sexed, and every human person is sexed in every cell, body and soul. Much of this, of course, is inchoate,
dark, a longing and an aching without an explicit focus, though from puberty onwards it also has a focus and deeply colors every per-
son's consciousness.

Ironically it is on this point, the failure to take the centrality of sexuality seriously enough, where liberals and conservatives concur,
conservatives by denying that centrality and liberals by trivializing it. Both tend to be naive, just in different ways.

Moreover, beyond the sheer, brute power of sexuality there is still its complexity. Sexuality is both the most creative and the most de-
structive force on the planet. It is a great force not just for heroic love, life, and blessing but also for the worst hate, death, and destruc-
tion imaginable. It is responsible for most ecstasies on the planet, but also for a lot of murders and suicides. When healthy, it helps
glue personalities together, when unhealthy, it works at disintegrating personalities. It can unite families and communities and it can
also destroy them. It is a unique power to mellow the heart and produce gratitude even as it has equal power to make the heart bitter
and jealous. It is the best of all fires and the most dangerous of all fires.

And this paradox is what lies at the root of so many of the tensions that surround any discussion on sex. On any given day, which
aspect of sexuality should be emphasized? Purity or passion, its goodness or its dangers, its power to trigger ecstasy or its power to
produce murder, its sacramental power to unite or its chaotic power to divide?

Because these questions are not easy to answer, what we often see are two opposing tendencies: the temptation to over-idealize and
the temptation to trivialize, the temptation to be too fearful and the temptation to be too casual, the temptation to be unhealthily frigid
and the temptation to be unhealthily irresponsible. We rarely get it right. Invariably the symbolic hedge is too high or too low.

How to we find a balance? Not easily. But, as with all complex issues, a good starting point is the refusal to compromise either of its
paradoxical poles, to sell out any of its truths, no matter how apparently contradictory. So it is important to admit that sex is a power
beyond us even as we accept that we have a responsibility to control it. It goodness must always be affirmed even as its dangers are
highlighted. Its holy, sacred character should always be taught even as it is earthiness should never be denigrated. We must be clear
that it is meant to be sacrament even as it is meant to be playful, that it is meant to bring children into this world even as it is meant to
express love, that it is meant to be healthily enjoyed even as it needs to be carefully guarded, and that it is not something before
which we should stand in unhealthy fear even as we surround it with enough taboos to properly safeguard its meaning and our own
emotional safety.

Sexuality might be compared to a high-voltage electrical wire. The 50,000 volts inside of that wire can bring light and heat to a build-
ing, but there are two risks: First, we may be so afraid of its dangers that we never connect our house to it. We then deprive ourselves
of its light and heat. The second danger is the opposite: This powerful energy is safe only if its raw power is channeled through the
right transformers and safely encased in proper insulation, otherwise we risk a deadly fire, inside the house and inside the psyche.
Conservatives tend to struggle with the first danger, liberals with the latter.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate Schoo/
of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website www.ronrolheiser.com.

St. Gilbert - Week at a Glance. . . |

day, Mar. 30 | Tuesday, Mar. 4 i : Sat., April

8:00 Mass—Chapel 8:00 Mass-Chapel 8:00 AM Mass— Chapel 8:00 Mass-Chapel 8:00 Mass-Chapel 8:00 Mass-Chapel

9 AM Bible Study- 7 PM Reconciliation 11 AM Leisure Club 7 PM Stations of the
(CMR) Service (Church) ) . Cross (Chapel) 3-4:30 PM Individual
10:30 Singers Reh. ( R.00 Ch:)élrﬂl?)ehearsal Confessions (CHU)
8 PM KofC Mig.
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THE SEDER St. Gilbert Women’s
TICKETS NOW ON SALE

#| The Religious Education Program Moonlight On The Lake

is sponsoring the SEDER, the  wWHAT: Cocktail Party
celebration of the Jewish WHEN: April 18

Passover Meal on Sunday, April 5 at 4:30 pm gg&;&? t(l)(l : ZOO; N{ﬁ Club
in the Multi-Purpose Room. See you there. - THatiesdn T ;

Please join us for a fun filled evening of food, friendship & mu-
sic hosted by the St. Gilbert Women’s Club. Questions??
Contact Denise at 548-4842 or Carol Fraher 847-548-4188.

2 s 5 Make Checks payable to St. Gilbert Women's Club. Send to
Attention 20°s & 30°s YOllIlg Adults Denise Lythcke, 273 Banbury Lane, Grayslake, IL 60030.
Fabulous silent auction to include Cub, White Sox and Packer
tickets!

St. Gilbert’s is planning to run a “Theology on Tap” program

this summer. Several speakers will come to give talks on mat- INTERNATIONAL FEST 2009

ters affecting young adults. If you are in your 20’s and 30’s, The 3™ Annual International Fest has been scheduled for Sun-
married or single, please volunteer to plan and organize this day, May 17" . In the past the International Fest has showcased
event series. Call Fr. Sam (847-223-4731) or write an email to: numerous booths representing the various ethnicities of our
stgilbertsyag@yahoo.com. parish family with food, activities and entertainment. Are you
St. Gilbert’s needs your help! looking for a fun and interactive way to become more involved
L L in parish activities? Do you cook an unusual or “famous” dish
The next young adult monthly meeting will take place on Mon- related to your background or know your mother countries na-
day, April 6, at 7pm in the Rectory Meeting Room. Join us! tional dance and are willing to share with the rest of us? —then

now is your chance and we would love to have you! If you
would simply like to be on the committee planning the event or
would like to host a booth to represent your ethnicity then give
us a call! No huge time commitment. Call Andy or Michelle
Ptasienski 847-543-0991 or rioleli2@aol.com

A Social Club for those 55 years + F . f t.
Meets from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM the 1st & 3rd or your iniormation. . .

ThursdaDy: czfr:lrt‘)i:ri' r? ngfézr:pg?:gh .th rough To allow time with family and to reflect on the Easter

At our meeting on April 2nd, we will have speaker holiday all St. Gilbert Parish offices will be closed on
Craig Slater, and he will be here to answer any Good Friday, April 10th and Easter Monday, April 13th.

questions you have on medicare and medicare Have a joyful & peaceful Easter Holiday!
supplement plans. Please join us!!

WONDERING ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH ?

Are you, or someone you know, interested in inquiring about the Catholic Faith and becoming Catholic? Have you, or someone you
know, been baptized in the Catholic faith but never received your First Eucharist or Confirmation? Take the first step like the 13
adults who will be baptized, received into the faith or complete their initiation at the Easter Vigil next week. The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process is the place for you! Call Fr. Gene (847-223-4731) regarding your questions and information
of the dates.

+ + + + + + +
Have you or someone you know been away from the practice of the faith for a long time? Have you been hurt by the church? Do
you want to learn the reasons for the changes of Vatican II? Do you want to be re-connected with the Church?

If you answered, “YES” to any of the above questions, we “Welcome You Back Home”. This is a six week series explaining
scriptures, changes of Vatican II, Eucharist, Reconciliation and any concerns you may have. The series is held on Wednesdays
from 7:00-8:30PM - April 15™ - May 20th. We eagerly look forward to “Welcoming You Back Home”! Call Fr. Gene to sign-up.

.
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St. Gilbert Women'’s Club

Presents
EASTER/SPRING FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS'!

___Join us for an evening of fun and friendship. Our very own Polly Klein will
be instructing us on how to put together a beautiful Easter/Spring floral
arrangement using fresh cut flowers and accents. Please bring a vase
from home. Cost will be $10-$15 per arrangement, payable to Polly at
. the event. If you plan on creating a floral arrangement please RSVP with
Regina ASAP so that we can have enough flowers for all who wish to
participate.

DATE: Tuesday, April 7th
TIME: 7:00 p.m.-Business Meeting
FLORAL INSTRUCTION BEGINS AFTER THE MEETING!
PLACE: Multi-Purpose Room
All women of the parish are invited and welcome! Any questions, please

! contact Regina Ostick at 847-543-9026 or rmostick@gate.net

LETTER FROM CARDINAL GEORGE (excerpts)

“...Before the Illinois General Assembly there is a proposal (HB 2354, the ‘Reproductive Health and Access Act’) that would re-
move the right to conscientious objection to abortion and related procedures for all health care workers. .. This proposed law will
drive Catholic doctors and nurses from health care and will make it impossible for Catholic hospitals to continue to be places where
life is always respected, where no one is deliberately killed...I ask you to contact your Representative this week to express your dis-
may that the Illinois legislature, elected democratically, would debate a bill that removes freedom of conscientious decision-making
for health care workers as a condition of their employment...I also ask you to thank those legislators who are courageously opposing
HB 2354...To contact your legislator, please go to www.ilga.gov. or call 312-368-1066.

Francis Cardinal George, OMI, Archbishop of Chicago

5K Run/Walk & Kid’s Fun Run nEAcHo" I
Saturday, April 25th, Independence Grove, Libertyville

CAN’T RUN BUT STILL WANT TO HELP?

Volunteer Opportunities include:

* Volunteers needed the day of Race from 6:00 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. Society of SL. Vincent de Paul 5K lunm‘alk
* Help assemble participant goody bags. * Place posters in local stores.

* Packet pick-up April 23 from 4 pm to 7 pm and April 24 from 1 pm to 4 pm. y
* BONUS IDEA: SERVICE HOURS!!!

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Melissa Henderson at
847-543-4023, email: hendersm856(@att.net

iponstzlrslift;ll)/Donations , e thi ' For more info, please go to:

ny and all donations are welcome to make this event a success!

Please make checks payable to: St. Vincent De Paul, P.O. Box 9184, Gurnee, WWW.REACHOUTANDRUNSK.ORG
IL 60031.

Want to be a sponsor?
Contact Diane at 847-922-2726, email: dianewalkowiak@yahoo.com
Gift certificates and prize donations also requested!
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WORSHIP

Mass Intentions ¢y, 44y, March 29th, Fifth Sunday of

. Lent

7:30—Chet Kozuchowski

7:30—Rosemary Nycz (Mike Nycz)

9:00—Frank Narcisi (Pries Family)

10:30—For the Parishioners of St. Gilbert
Parish

12:00—

Monday, March 30th, Lenten Weekday
8:00—Fred Vasey (Wife, Virginia)

Tuesday, March 31st, Lenten Weekday
8:00—

Wednesday, April 1st, Lenten Weekday
8:00—Wilifred Wilke (Annette Wynn)
7:00—NO MASS—Penance Service in Church
Thursday, April 2nd, Lenten Weekday
8:00—Andrew Maturen (Annette Wynn)
Friday, April 3rd, Lenten Weekday
8:00—Jerry Gary (Chott Family)

7:00—Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 4th, Lenten Weekday
8:00—

5:00—Leo Meyer (Paul Steffan Family)
5:00—1John, Lona & Jack Brefeld (Joan Kroll)
5:00—Mass of Thanksgiving for Mr. & Mrs. Martin McGreal
Sunday, April 5th, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
7:30—Rosemary Nycz (Treven Family)
7:30—Katie Meyer (Meyer Family)
7:30—Elizabeth Caviness (Family)

9:00—Marie Glover (Family & Friends)
10:30—Tom & Michael Bradley (Family)
10:30—Leo Meyer (Josh Kinnard Family)
12:00—For the Parishioners of St. Gilbert Parish

©J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 29, 2009

I will place my law
within them and write
it upon their hearts;

=N 7, A Gk o Sohedils

@~ Saturday, April 4th

5:00—Fr. Gus Belauskas

Lector 1—Gerry Sousa

Lector 2—Martin Rohleder

Server—Sam Hunter, Sam Bishop, Robert Price

Sunday, April 5th

7:30—Fr. Sam Mukundi

Lector 1—Patricia Menoni

Lector 2—Jim Menoni

Servers—Theresa Gray, Veronica Tutaj, Jacob Vargo
9:00—Fr. Sam Mukundi

Lector 1—Jim Tutaj

Lector 2—Theresa Tutaj

Servers—Miles Czaplicki, Ben Shwaiko, Reilly Kundis
10:30—Fr. Gene Nowak

Lector 1—Nancy Berg

Lector 2—Joanne Bader

Servers—Katie Buckley, Marta Richtman, Sam Cremin
12:00—Fr. Gene Nowak

Lector 1—Valerie Rickert

Lector 2—Mark Schumaker

Servers—Joey Murphy, Ivette Espino, Alexa Svoboda

Ministers ot the Litu

Please kee in our ra ers David Mace, Roger Family, Grace
p y p y 111 Carroll, Stephanie Rosemeyer,
Remember Gerald Roszkowiak, Drake &
fe Brody Tiglas, Bill White, John Pedigo, Jerry &
Sik Donna Grimaldi, Vito Joseph Senise, Mary Wis-
ner, Lauren Klink, Kyle Gilkenson, Mary Tierney,
Fr. Ron Lewandowski, Diana Sanchez, Tina
Kidd, Rosemary Piscopo, Matt Hupp, Donna,
Beth & Joel Daniels, Ed Petroshius, Carmen Soldato, Marga-
ret Lindner, Dominic Damato, Louis Montegrano, Ryder
Erickson, Alicia Gloria, Tom & Jim Lindh, & Judy Weldon.
Attention Family Members: After 3 weeks, please notify the Rectory, if
your loved one is still in need of our prayers. ETERNAL REST
GRANT TO...Warren Wells, Denise DeSimone & Edward
Kalpinski
Ministers of care ave available to bring communion to the
homebound, call the vectory to make arrangements.

I will be their God, READINGS FOR THE WEEK
and t}ley shall be my — s “,,&‘ Sunday: Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130; Rom 8:8-11;
people. PN 55 a1 grain of Vs S Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]
— Jeremiah 31:33 " trting just a 9" Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41¢-62];
Jn 8:1-11
Weekly 1l - \/; ’ ‘ Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Collection [l:l[l‘l( 1 ()l ! Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42
< = o & & Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Regular Collection-3/21st & 22nd—$17,123.70 Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56
Gift Certificate Fundraiser-3/21-22nd—3$2.,845.00 Sunday: ';,Illkli‘lf_ljl 5154570[;‘ ;7i_§;]2 2; Phil 2:6-11;
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My Journey Home By: Fr. Sam
(Continued from last week)

While in Kenya, | discovered that | was not able to make calls to the U.S. because the phone system in Kenya is
different from the U.S. | even had a difficult time trying to find a place to write and send an email. On the farm, there is
neither electricity nor running water. They use natural resources to live. It felt different not taking a shower every day.

On the weekend, | went to the local parish which is about 15 minutes from my home. They were eagerly waiting
for me, and my priest friend again welcomed me. He asked me to help him serve mass in 3 out of 7 churches. In
Kenya, the parish is made up of more than 1 church, which is called an outstation. Pondo Parish (my home parish) has
7 local churches. They are approximately 45 minutes apart. | accepted his offer and | enjoyed driving from one outsta-
tion to the next. People arrived late for mass and they were very surprised to see me when they got to church. | went to
one outstation and | only met two people waiting, they had not been expecting a priest. By the end of the homily, the
church was full. After that, about 40% of the people in church left and went to the next outstation to wait for me since
they had missed the beginning of the mass in their own outstation.

| have a lot of stories to share about the churches | have visited. | hope that | get a chance to share them with
you. | enjoyed visiting the schools, talking with the children, and helping some of them who are in great need. | was
amazed to find out that some of the kids didn’t even have a uniform, shoes, or even food. (Every student must wear a
uniform in Kenya.) Thanks to the money that St. Gilbert children collected | was able to help some of the kids | encoun-
tered in Kenya.

Let me now share with you some of the fun things | did for entertainment. For the first time in my life, | was able
to play golf in Kenya. It felt so good. My thanks to the Knights of Columbus who paid for my golf clubs to travel all the
way to Kenya to make sure | played golf at home. | played golf with my friends, most who do not know how to play golf.
Some of them just watched and some were at a golf course for the first time in their life. | met with some of my high
school, college and even youth group friends and we shared stories of our lives. It was a lot of fun. While driving around
| saw animals of every type, it was beautiful. | visited an orphan school for girls where some of the kids’ parents died of
AIDS. | spent time with those children and shared with them the love of the children from St. Gilbert. | plan to get more
involved with that school in the near future because those kids do not have parents and rely on the people who volunteer
to work and live with them. It was very humbling to be with them, and | even played a game of soccer with them.

(More next week)

AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY
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