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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time January 18, 2009
ST. GILBERT CHURCH Rectory: 847.223.4731
301 E. Belvidere Road Fax: 847.223.5840
Grayslake, IL 60030 www.stgilbert.org
PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Eugene Nowak - Pastor Mrs. Mary Johnson - Business Manager
Rev. Samson Mukundi - Associate Pastor Sr. Donna Schmitt, OSF - Dir. Rel. Ed.
Rev. August Belauskas - Weekend Associate Mrs. Gloria Petraitis - Principal
Rev. Mr. Richard Globis - Deacon Mr. Mark Konchan - Music Director

ST. GILBERT SCHOOL.:

231 E. Belvidere Road Phone; 847.223.2108 Or: 847.223.8600
Grayslake, IL 60030 www.stgilbertschool.org

ST. GILBERT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION : Phone: 847.223.3071

ST. GILBERT MUSIC DIRECTOR: Phone; 847.223.0448

Weekday Mass:  8:00 AM
Sunday Masses: Saturday evening - 5:00 PM
Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 (Signed for hearing impaired), 10:30, & 12:00 (Nursery Services during 9 & 10:30 AM Masses)

Holyday Masses: 6:30, 8:00, 12:00 Noon, & 7:00 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday - 4:00 to 4:45 PM
Baptisms: At weekend Mass or 1:30 PM on Sunday, arrangement made at Baptismal Preparation Session.
Marriages: A minimum of 4 to 6 months is necessary for preparation.

Schedule an appointment with a priest as soon as possible before making other marriage plans.
Interested in becoming Catholic:  For Adults, call Fr. Gene at the Rectory / For Children, call Sr. Donna at the REP Office
Parish Membership: Join the parish the third weekend of the month after all the Masses. Please notify us of a change of address.



FROM THE PASTOR. ..
@ ear Parishioners,

“Here I am. You called me....Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” These are the words of Samuel we hear in
today’s scripture. It took Samuel time and the assistance of Eli to understand that it was the Lord calling him.
Each of us hears that calling of God in our lives. Do we put it aside or do we attempt to understand it.? It is so impor-
tant for us to make time for God. We make time for those we love — to listen to them, to be present with them. The
same must be with God. Look around you this week. What, whom do you see that reflects God’s goodness? Really
listen. Don’t just hear words; but understand what the other is communicating. Clarify its meaning. You may not agree
with it totally but find some common, agreeable, points. God does approach us in mysterious ways. We must be attuned
to them or else we’ll miss God and then say that God never answers my prayers. Do I answer God’s prayers — for for-
giveness of others, for justice and equality in my dealings, for respect of creation?
4+
For the past two years I have shared with you the results from the two “Vision for the Future” studies you did in the past
regarding additional personnel to lead and assist in our ministries. At this time I am glad to announce to you that in early
January I have hired James Murray for the ministry position of Liturgy Director. James comes highly qualified and
has many years of experience.
He will be responsible for all aspects of prayer and worship in our parish. He will work with the existing ministries as
they develop and plan the liturgical seasons, train ministers, conduct reflection evenings, represent our parish at deanery
and diocesan gatherings and create new ministries as needed. This will ease my schedule so that I can devote more time
to adult and children initiation (RCIA), evangelization and parish spiritual formation.
James officially begins his ministry with St. Gilbert’s in February. At that time he will present his biography to you. I
eagerly look forward to James’ joining our pastoral staff and our parish. I am confident that you will find him a wonder-
ful and inspiring asset to our faith community.

Peace & Blessings,

Fr. Gene

I STEWARDSHIP

“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’” (Jn.1:38)
What are you looking for? That is a question Jesus asks each of us. It has been said there is a God shaped hole in every soul
that only God can fill. Instead of spending time with God, though, we fill our days working for things that do not satisfy us

but that society says we need to impress one another. -

WELCOME HOME !

Catholics Coming Home
Have you been away from regular practice of your faith? Have you been
absent from weekend Mass? Have you been hurt by the Church in the
past? Are you longing to be re-connected with the Church? If you have
answered “YES” to any of the above, then join us on the following
Wednesdays at:

St. Gilbert Rectory 7:00PM — 8:30PM
Church Today: Vatican Il — January 21
Eucharist — January 28
Reconciliation — February 4

Call To Discipleship — February 11
For further information, call Fr. Gene: 847-223-4731.
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St. Gilbert Parish Baptisms

Parishioners who have children to be baptized are
asked to attend a Baptismal Preparation Session. No
date for the Baptism is made until the parents have
attended the Baptismal Session. PLEASE CALL THE
RECTORY AND SPEAK TO FR. SAM (223-4731)
TO SCHEDULE A BAPTISMAL PREPARATION
SESSION.
The baptism schedule is as follows:
1st Sunday of the month -5:00 pm Mass &
1:30 pm ceremony
2nd Sunday of the month -9:00 am Mass
3rd Sunday of the month-10:30 am Mass &
1:30 pm ceremony
4th Sunday of the month-12:00 pm Mass

' Everyone is invited! Join us after Mass (7:30, 9:00 &
10:30) THIS Sunday, January 18th for our monthly
Welcome Coffee. Share God's Blessings with
friends old and new, take a moment, or two and enjoy
coffee and donuts in the Parish Center.

We are in need of at least one additional person to help serve
coffee and donuts for each of the three masses. If you are inter-
ested in helping us out in the future, please call or email Jerry
Faye at: 847-271-8399 or email him at: colony1@sbcglobal.net

St. Gilbert Women'’s Club

:

MARKET DAY

Please support St. Gilbert School by ordering Market Day.

HOW: Market Day order forms are always available in the
Narthex or through the school.

WHEN: Market Day pick up is the 3" Thursday of every
month from 5:15-6 PM normally in the Parish Center.

For more information, please contact Gigi Kivlehan at 847-543-

4576 or tkgk435@ameritech.net.

St. Gilbert Leisure Club News

A Social Club for those 55 years +
Meets from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM the 1st & 3rd
Thursdays of the month from March through
December in the Chapel Hall.

See you again in March.

Respect Life

January 22 is the 36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade which
legalized abortion in our country. Since that date more
than 49 million innocent lives have been lost. Please
come to the chapel on Thursday, January 22, for Eucha-
ristic Adoration. The Eucharist will be exposed from 5-9
p.m. There will be a prayer service from 7-8 p.m. The
vigil will conclude with benediction shortly before 9

p.m. Everyone is invited to come and offer whatever time
they have to pray before our Lord.

St. Vincent De Paul Society

Are you interested in joining the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul? We meet on the first Monday each month at 7:30 PM in
the Resource Room of the Junior High building and non-
members are welcome. Join us! Questions, call John Blaida at
847-223-7339. Thank You!!

REMINDER. . .Mark your calendars for the annual Reach Out
& Run race held at Independence Grove on April 11, 2009.
Please watch the bulletin for more details or call Julie Hupp at
847-543-7581.

Family Rosary—2nd Saturday

of the Month

U U I I I D I

We're moving the Family Rosary,sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus, to the second Saturday of the
month. Please join us for the next one on Saturday,
Feb. 14, right after 5:00 Mass. It is a great opportu-
nity to spend a little prayer time with your fam-

ily. Don't worry if you are a little rusty on the ro-
sary, we have extras on hand. (the pot luck supper
has been discontinued for this year.) Questions or
details? Call John Boos 847-223-7654.

U U I I D I

Jubilate Children’s Choir

St. Gilbert Parish children’s choir will return to re-
hearsals and services on Tuesday, January 13. Jubilate
choir has begun to take its place in the music ministry of
our parish. Children grade 4 and up are invited to join us
at this time.

We work hard and have fun as we sing. Please see Mark
Konchan after any Mass or call (847) 223-0448 for more
information.
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Religious Education News (REP)

Located in the Junior High Building
(east of the Church)
Office Hours 9:00am — 3:00pm
Phone: 847-223-3071

SESSION A: Sunday mornings 8:55 - 10:10am
Pre-school (ages 3 or 4) and
Kindergarten - Grade 6

SESSION B: Monday evenings 6:00 - 7:15 pm
Grades 1-6

SESSIOND: Grades7-9

If you were unable to come to sign up for classes, call
the office with your requests. Remember no postcard
will be sent for classes beginning January 25, 26, and
28.

PARENT MEETING

Parent meeting for students receiving First Communion is
scheduled for Wednesday, January 21st OR Thursday,
January 22nd, at 7:00 pm. Parents come on one evening!
If you have had another child in the program since 2000,
come at 7:45 pm on either evening. THIS IS FOR PAR-
ENTS ONLY NOT STUDENTS.

FOURTH GRADE RETREAT

Fourth graders are invited to a retreat on Saturday, Febru-
ary 21 from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon in the Multi-purpose
Room. Summer students are also encouraged to attend.
Join us for this important event.

- Religious Education for
Children With Special Needs

St. Gilbert SPRED community serves children ages 6 — 10.
If there is anyone who could use our services call Sr.
Donna 847-223-3071. There are also additional age
groups available in neighboring parishes.

Group C is in desperate need of an adult volunteer for

one of the children. Will you volunteer to be this child’s
friend? Call the office.

St. Gilbert

SGS NEWS...

Registration for 2009-2010

School Year
Registration for St. Gilbert School has now
begun for the 2009-2010 school year. Regis-
tration forms are available on the school web-
site www.stgilbertschool.org or at the school
office. Along with the registration form a
copy of the birth certificate, a copy of the
baptismal certificate and the social security
number must be submitted. A non-refundable
fee of $150 per new family or non-refundable
fee of $50 for present school families is also
to be submitted with the registration forms.
Please call the school office at 847-223-8600
with any questions.

St. Gilbert School Athletic
News !!
"Spring" Sports Registration

Remaining date: Monday, Jan. 19th

times: 5:30-8:00 PM
location: Multi-purpose room
teams: Boys volleyball (6th thru 8th grade)

Girls softball (7th & 8th grade)
Boys & Girls track (5th thru 8th grade)

note: registration forms are currently available on the
school website, and will also be available at the time of
registration.

T~

Year End

Contribution Statements

If you wish to receive a statement for income taxes
for your year-end, 2008 contributions, please call
the business office at 847-223-4731 and the state-
ment will be prepared & mailed out to you at the
end of January.

Thank you for your continued support!

Grayslake, Illinois



RON ROLHEISER’S COLUMN - Our Struggle to Celebrate

It's hard to celebrate properly. We want to, but we don't know how.

Mostly we celebrate badly because our idea of celebration is to overdo things. We try to celebrate by taking ordinary things (eating,
drinking, singing, telling stories, playing) to excess. Celebration, for many of us, means over-eating, over-drinking, loud socializing,
drunken singing, and staying at parties into the wee hours of morning, all in the hope that somehow in all that excess we will achieve
celebration (whatever that means). But, for all our frenzied effort, there is precious little genuine enjoyment.

Occasionally we do succeed and genuinely celebrate. At those times we feel ourselves more deeply joined to others, widened, made
larger, made more aware, made more playful, and sense more deeply the love and joy that lie at the heart of life. But that rarely hap-
pens and it never happens when we are in frenzy. Too often our celebrations are followed by a hangover (of one kind or another).
Why?

The reasons for this are complex, deep, and mostly hidden from us.

Perhaps the primary reason why we find it so difficult to genuinely celebrate is that we seem to lack the capacity to simply enjoy
things, to take life, pleasure, love, and enjoyment as a gift from God, pure and simple. It's not that we lack the capacity for to do this,
it's more that this capacity in us is generally buried under a mound of guilt. What this means is that often we cannot enjoy legitimate
pleasure because somehow, however unconsciously, we sense what is articulated in the ancient myths, namely, that in enjoying
pleasure we are somehow stealing something from God.

We tend to blame religion for this, but this neurosis is universal, as much outside of religious circles as inside of them. Somehow, in
the name of the divine, most everyone feels guilt in pleasure.

And because of this, we tend to alternate between rebellious enjoyment ("pleasure we steal from God") and joyless duty (a dutiful life,
but without genuine pleasure and enjoyment). We never seem to be able to genuinely celebrate. | say genuinely because, paradoxi-
cally, our incapacity to enjoy is the very thing that pushes us into pseudo-celebration, hedonism, and an unhealthy pursuit of pleasure.

Simply put, because we struggle to enjoy ourselves simply we pursue enjoyment too much and substitute excess for enjoyment.

And this often leads to a dangerous confusion wherein we substitute pleasure for enjoyment, excess for ecstasy, and the obliteration
of consciousness for heightened awareness. The champagne-soaked athletes celebrating a major victory and the mindless frenzy of a
Mardi gras give us all the video footage we need to understand this. But excess isn't enjoyment, nor is obliterated consciousness
heightened awareness. They are weak, unsatisfying substitutes.

The very purpose of celebration is to heighten and intensify the meaning of something (a birthday, a wedding, a major achievement, a
victory, a graduation, the birth of a child, the beginning or ending of a year). These events demand to be shared, heightened, widened,
trumpeted. We have a congenital need to celebrate and this is very healthy.

What does it mean to celebrate something? To celebrate an occasion is to heighten it, share it, savor it, enlarge it. We also celebrate
in order to link ourselves more fully to others, to be playful, to intensify a feeling, to bring ourselves to ecstasy, and, more commonly,
just to rest and unwind. But because of our incapacity to enjoy something simply we often try to create that enjoyment through excess
and seek the ecstasy of heightened self-awareness in the obliteration of our consciousness.

Small wonder we often trudge home with a hangover, emptier, more tired, more alone. A hangover is an infallible sign that somewhere
we missed a signpost.

But we must continue to try. Christ came and declared a wedding, a feast, a celebration, at the heart of life. He shocked people as
much by the way he enjoyed his life as by the way he gave it up. In the end, he was rejected as much for his message of enjoyment
as for his message of asceticism. That is still true today. We tend to read the gospels selectively so as to ignore Jesus' positive chal-
lenge to enjoy without guilt.

And in that lies our problem: Because we are never challenged religiously and in the name of Jesus, to enjoy, deeply and without guilt,
the very human pleasures of our lives, our healthy, God-given, need for pleasure and enjoyment tends to go underground. We still
seek pleasure and enjoyment, but now we split them off from what is religious and holy and "steal them from God" rather than enjoy
them simply and religiously. That is one of the main reasons why we substitute excess for enjoyment and an obliterated conscious-
ness for heightened awareness.

God has given us permission to enjoy life and its pleasures. That truth too needs to be a central part of our religious teaching. Pleas-
ure is God's gift, not the forbidden fruit.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted
through his website www.ronrolheiser.com.
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WELCOME TO THE NEWEST FAMILIES IN OUR

PARISH

Please join us in welcoming those families that have recently
registered. We welcome each of you into our Parish Family! Welcome!

Celia Auguste

Alejandro & Juliana Carbajal
Wojciech Glab

Carlos & Julianna Jimenez & Charlotte

Paul & Bobbi Philipp

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS.. ..

This Weekend’s Second Collection — Collection for Latin America

For the past 45 years, the faithful of the United States have supported the Collection for the
Church in Latin America as a visible sign of their compassion and solidarity with the faithful
of Latin America and the Caribbean. Proceeds from this annual collection assist in the forma-
tion of seminarians, lay ministers, catechists and youth ministers in more than 200 dioceses
throughout our southern hemisphere.

On behalf of those who, while lacking financial resources, are blessed in faith and love for Our Lord Jesus Christ,
please accept our gratitude for your generous support of this collection. May God continue to bless you and your
loved ones.

Reminder. . .Please consider buying Gift Cards from your Parish. A great way to raise needed
funds and it COSTS YOU NOTHING. You buy the Gift Card dollar for dollar!! They make
great gifts or just use them for your weekly grocery shopping needs.

American Eagle $25 Home Depot $25 or $100 Panera Bread $10
Applebee's $10 I-Tunes $25 Pizza Hut $25

Bath & Body Works $10 JC Penny $25 Sears $25

Best Buy $25 0or $100 Jewel $25 or $100 Speedway Gas $25

Border's Books $10 Kohl's $25, $50 or $100 Sports Authority $25

Buca Di Beppo $25 Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants $25 Staples $25

Buffalo Wild Wings $25 Lou Malnati's Pizza $25 Starbucks $5 or $10 or $25
Burger King $10 Marathan Gas $25 T.G.l. Friday's $25

Carsons $25 or $100 Max & Erma's $25 Toys-R-Us $20
Chili's/On the Border/Maggiano's $25 Menard's $25 Walgreens $25

Crate & Barrell $25 Office Max $25 Wendy's $10

Dick's Sporting Goods $20 Olive Garden $25

Dominicks $25 or $100 Outback Steakhouse  $25
[P
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What Can Young Adults Do For St. Gilbert’s?

Are you a young adult in your twenties or thirties, single or married, who would like to have fun and be chal-
lenged in St. Gilbert’s Young Adult Ministry (YAM)? Our YAM is currently rebuilding and invites you to wel-
come our new coordinator, Sarah Ander. Sarah will coordinate our monthly meetings and work closely with
me as we re-build this ministry to serve St. Gilbert’s. Sarah and | share the same vision in this ministry and I'm
glad she accepted to work with me as we move forward.

The question is, “What can young adults do for St. Gilbert’s?”, NOT “What can St. Gilbert’s do for young
adults?”. | believe God is challenging all young men and women to service. My hope for this ministry is that it
will provide a solid path for our young adults to engage their faith, joining with others who are also willing to
engage their faith, by connecting to, growing with, and building and strengthening our parish commu-

nity. YAM opportunities would include social and service activities that the group plans together and net-
working with peers through the popular theology-on-tap, and also featured speakers and guests.

Share your time, talent, treasure (and tenacity or faith or ...) and stop in at the next YAM Meeting scheduled
for February 9" in the Rectory Meeting Room at St. Gilbert’s. If you would like to be added to the YAM mail-
ing/emailing list, please send your info to stgilbertsyag@yahoo.com or call Fr. Sam at 847-223-4731.

Continue to be blessed,
Fr. Sam

JOB/NETWORKING MINISTRY

urpose Driven Job Search” — 7:00 to 9:15pm. St. Hubert Ministry Center, 729 Grand
. Our coordinator, Bob Podgorski will present a program directed to how clear purpose and di-
ad to maximizing networking help and moving your campaign to higher productivity. Formal Networking
ollow the presentation.

January 31, 2009 — “Confidence in Your Job Search” - Employers tell us that one of the key characteristics they
look for in a candidate is their confidence in their ability to perform their occupations. Join Bob Podgorski, Ministry co-
ordinator for an insightful presentation on building your self confidence and selling yourself to an employer. Informal
Networking will follow the event. 9:03am to Noon, Itasca Library, 500 W. Irving Park Road, Itasca, IL.

Questions regarding St. Hubert Job Ministry Events, Call: Bob Podgorski at 847-925-6005.

St. Gilbert - Week at a Glance. . . |

Tuesday, Jan. ed., Jan. 21

8:00 Mass-Chapel

10:30 Singers Reh. (CHU)

7 PM Catholics Returning Home
(REC)

7 PM 1st Eucharist Parent Mtg.
(MP)

7 PM SPRED (FL &
7:30 Kof C Officer’s

Thurs., Jan. ay, Jan. 23 Sat., Jan.

8:00 Mass-Chapel

9:00 Choir Rehearsal (CHU)

5to6 PM Market Day Pick-Up
(PC)

7 PM st Eucharist Parent Mtg.
(MP)

RCIA Team Mtg. (REC)

Eucharistic Adoration

:00 Mass—Chapel 8:00 Mass-Chapel

9 AM Bible Study-(CMR)

5:30 PM Bereavement
(RR)

School Brd. (MP)

pect Life (CMR)

8:00 Mass-Church 8:00 Mass-Chapel
SPRED A & C

KofC Free Throw
Competition (PC)

[P
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WORSHIP

Mass Intentions ¢y, 44y, January 18th, Second Sunday

of Ordinary Time
7:30—For the Parishioners of St. Gilbert
Parish

9:00—James Cooney (Family)

9:00—Alfred Thomas Giertych, Sr. (Don &
MaryLou Wilbois)

10:30—Paula Balaguer, Ramon Apuli & Victor Bodzanowksi

(Apuli Family)

12:00—Patricia Marcell (Bill Marcell)

Monday, January 19th, Weekday

8:00—

Tuesday, January 20th, Weekday/St. Fabian, pope, mar-

try, St. Sebastina, martyr

8:00—Prayer Service

Wednesday, January 21st, St. Agnes, virgin & martyr

8:00—

Thursday, January 22nd, Weekday

8:00—Mary Bitto (Bob & Kate Milchuck)

Friday, January 23rd, Weekday

8:00—

Saturday, January 24th, St. Francis de Sales, bishop &

doctor

8:00—Vivian & Frederick DuFell (Family)

5:00—Sophie A. Filas (Filas Family)

5:00—Leo Meyer (Elfering & Behm Family)

Sunday, January 25th, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30—For the Parishioners of St. Gilbert Parish

9:00—Michal Karrigan (Family)

9:00—Frank Narcisi (Marciniak Family)

9:00—Marie Glover (Family & Friends)

10:30—Frank Billeck & Lou Bitto (Elaine Billeck)

10:30—Don Wojciechowski (Family)

12:00—Patricia Marcell (Bill Marcell)

=N 7, A Gk o Sohedils

@~ Saturday, January 24th

5:00—Fr. Gene Nowak

Lector 1—Cindy Tomei

Lector 2—Anthony Tomei

Server—Molly Genelin, Natalie Geoffrey,
Brennan Griffin

Sunday, January 25th

7:30—Fr. Gus Belauskas

Lector 1—Ed White

Lector 2—Mike Scholz

Servers—Marina Hurtado-Treto, Gretchen Jaraczewski,
Kara Kerpan

9:00—Most Rev. George J. Rassas

Lector 1—Brian Laughlin

Lector 2—Ross Sauer

Servers—Veronica Kleber, Catherine Kleinofen,
Jordan Larson

10:30—Most Rev. George J. Rassas

Lector 1—Helen Parkinson

Lector 2—Tom Parkinson

Servers—Dana Wegge, Pat Longo, Hunter Martin

12:00—Fr. Gene Nowak

Lector 1—John Richtman

Lector 2—Valerie Rickert

Servers—MaryBeth McHugh, Lexi Miles, Daniel Reed

Please keep in your prayersl . Ed Petrochius, Kylie Jeffrey,

Jerry & Diana Roszkowiak, Car-
Remember men Soldato, Dorothy Ehret, Judy Mullen, Mar-
”?9 garet Lindner, Dominic Damato, Denise DeSi-
* mone, Louis Montegrano, Rosemary Piscopo,
Ryder Erickson, Kathy Rymut, Alicia Gloria,
Tom, Jim & Pat Lindh, Judy Weldon, & Warren
Wells.
Attention Family Members: After 3 weeks, please notify the Rectory, if
your loved one is still in need of our prayers.

Ministers ot the Litu

r . ) ETERNAL REST GRANT TO...Benno Freund
I I Ministers of Care ave available to bring communion to the
JOY L howebound, call the rectory to make arrangements.
The fullness of joy is to g ' ‘
. ! b
behold God in =iy . READINGS FOR THE WEEK
everything. e  SemnT ) Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 6:13c
1 S -15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42
L 2 Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22
LISTENING  Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28
. F v/ Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6
ouEEly el [ ﬂ}l[] KC 101 ' Thursday:  Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Mk 3:7-12,
= S d* Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Mk 3:13-19
Janua 10th-11th— 14,54800 Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Mk 3:20-21
3 5 Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25; 1 Cor 7:29-31;
! | . Mk 1:14-20
Gift Certificate Fundraiser-1/11/09—$4,780.00
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